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More and more people are questioning the 
existence of God.  Recently, I read an article that 
stated Green Bay Packer Quarterback, Aaron 
Rogers questions the existence of God.  His whole 
premise simply mimics the thoughts of countless 
others.  In the article, Rogers stated, “I don’t know 
how you can believe in a God who wants to 
condemn most of the planet to a fiery hell.”  I do not 
know about you, but I am troubled by this 
statement.   
 
The problem for me is Rogers erroneous Theology.  
The problem is exacerbated by the fact that most 
people do not develop their own belief system, they 
take the words of others as absolute truth, and this 
shapes and molds their system of ideologies.  
However, one only has to go to scripture to see, 
that in 2nd Peter we find, “The Lord is not slack 
concerning His promise, as some count slackness, 
but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any 
should perish but that all should come to 
repentance.”  That does not sound like a God who 
WANTS to condemn most of the planet to a fiery 
hell.  That sounds as though God’s desire is that 
we all would repent of our sins and have a 
relationship with Him. 

There is another issue that arises with this 
erroneous Theology.  If you engage someone with 
this mentality, you will typically find this person has 
a desire to do things their way and not be held 
accountable by anyone.  Yet, God wants what is 
best for us, and He gives us our hearts desire, 
when we delight in Him.  For me, it does not get 
much better than this, how about you?  The big 
question is how do we respond to people with this 
mentality?  We first pray that God would soften their 
hearts, and that they would see their need for Him.  
Second, we ask God to open the door for us to 
share His love with them.  The only way we will ever 
dispel the darkness around us is by being light. 

 

 

Night to Shine Prom was started in 

2014 by the Tim Tebow Foundation.  It 

is a prom for people with Special Needs 

ages 14 and up.  Today it has grown to 

over 655 churches and is held in all 50 

states, as well as, in over 24 countries.  

It is an honor to host Night to Shine at 

Cartecay Baptist.   

Night to Shine is February 7th, 6-9pm.  

Our honored guests will enjoy the full 

red-carpet treatment, complete with 

Paparazzi.  Could you take a few minutes 

out of your evening to be “the crowd” 

who applauds each guest as they arrive?  

You are welcome to stay or leave after 

that.   Our DJ will take control of the 

dance floor and we will dance the night 

away.  Let’s pray that God would truly 

help this be a night for Cartecay to 

Shine as we honor families with Special 

Needs kids. 
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  A short note from the Editor: 

A newsletter is only as good as its 
content.  In order to have meaningful 
content the congregation needs to 
take an active part and contribute 
things that have meant something to 
them, and they want to share.  Have 
you read something lately that is 
worth the share?  Have you written 
something you’d like to share?  We 
would like to begin 2020 with a 
member spotlight.  Not to put you and 
your family on display but for you to 
tell our growing congregation why you 
love Cartecay Baptist and how long 
have you been coming.  Its not about 
membership, it’s about fellowshipping 
with the Lord. Email, 

aeriehollow@ellijay.com 

 

Do they still teach civics in school? 

President’s Day - Abraham Lincoln and George Washington 

were both born in February.  In 1971 President Richard Nixon 

merged the birthday celebrations into one holiday we know as 

President’s Day, the third Monday of the month of February.  This 

year the 17th is the day that we will celebrate our presidents.  It 

initially was designated to be on George Washington’s birthday 

which was the 22nd and is now a federal holiday to celebrate all 

former presidents of the United States who are still living or who 

have passed.  This year will be interesting in that it is a leap year, 

meaning that February has 29 days instead of 28.   On February 

29, 1952, President Harry Truman signed into law “Citizenship 

Day”. It was established to replace I am an American Day. On 

August 2, 1956, the Congress requested that the president 

proclaim the week beginning September 17 and ending 

September 23 of each year as “Constitution Week”. During this 

time the Naturalization Ceremony of New American citizens is 

performed. Hopefully schools will celebrate this nation’s special 

list of presidents.  

 

 

Kathy Atkins 13
th

 

Joan Stenson 14
th

  

Andy Longwell 14
th 

Tamra Osborn 18
th

 

Rich Emkey 23rd 
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Upcoming 

Wednesday Night 

Bible Study 

 
 
Have you ever wondered  
about all those feasts that 
God told the Israelites to 
observe?  Well, so have I?  
Starting Wednesday Night, 
February 5th we will study the 
feast that God commanded 
the Israelites to observe.  We 
will also see how Christ is the 
fulfillment of these feast.  
Make plans to join us for this 
great time of Bible Study.  
Psst, you don’t have to know 
everything about the Bible to 
participate.  We meet at 6 
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall, 
with a light dinner.   

 
Children are welcome to 
attend the Cartecay 
University that evening and 
learn what it means to know 
that Jesus Loves them.  Watch 
for more information in your 
church bulletin. 

 
Ladies to attend one day conference: 

 
If interested sign up at the back of the sanctuary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assumptions: 
 Miguel Ángel Ruiz Macías, most often known as Don Miguel 

Ruiz is a Hispanic author living in Guadalajara whose works have 

been translated into many languages.  His writings deal mostly with 

communication and how we get into the trap of miscommunication.  

He states that miscommunications can lead to doubt, mistrust and 

conflicts in relationships.  We often find ourselves making assumptions 

and we base much of that on our past experiences dealing with a 

similar issue. 

 We forget to understand what we have stated means one 

thing to one person, when in fact it may mean something entirely 

different to another.  We fall into the “assumption trap”, when we don’t 

ask for clarification.   We immediately decide that whatever the other 

person is talking about is out of our realm of comprehension and that 

everyone around us must understand better than we do.  We are 

rejecting ourselves as being ignorant.  It has been said that being 

“ignorant” just means you don’t “know”.   

 In one of Don Miguel Ruiz’ books he has created a thought 

process that involves four basic principles: 

1. Be impeccable with your words. 

2. Don’t take anything personally. 

3. Don’t make assumptions 

4. Always do your best. 

Maybe others don’t know that you haven’t grasped the exact meaning 

of what is being said.  Don’t be embarrassed to ask for clarification. 
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Do you know which presidents are carved onto Mount Rushmore? 

 

Study History 

As you study the history of the 
United States there are several 
presidents who are ranked at the 
top of the listings.  The reason 
that George Washington and 
Abraham Lincoln are usually 
pictured to represent President’s 
Day is because they were 
considered to have done the 
most for the country during their 
presidency.  President 
Washington was in charge of the 
continental army during this 
county’s fight for freedom from 
British oppression during the 
Revolutionary War 1775-1783.  
He was nominated to be 
president and won in 1789 and 
served until 1797.   
Abraham Lincoln was the 16th 
president of the United States 
from 1861-1865 when he was 
assassinated.  This was during the 
Civil War and he was fighting for 
this nation to remain a country. 
Whenever we gather together 
someone always reminds us that 
we are not to talk politics or 
religion.  These seem to be two 
topics that alienate us the most 
from friends and family.  It is 
important to know the facts or to 
study what is that makes this 
country such a wonderful place 
to live and discuss it sensibly with 
our family.   
Other top presidents are:  
Franklin D. Roosevelt, Theodore 
Roosevelt, Thomas Jefferson, 
Ronald Regan.  But each one has 
their attributes and detractors.  
There are also a list of the worst 
presidents to have served. 
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Gather up your sweetheart 

and join your church family 

for our annual Valentine’s 

Day dinner.  This year it will 

be February 22 in the 

Fellowship Hall at 6 p.m.  

The men will be preparing 

the meal.  Sign up on the 

sheet at the back of the 

sanctuary.  Come enjoy time 

with our couples and 

widows/widowers.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great Commission 

Mondays 

Do you get scared when 

you think about sharing the 

Gospel?  What if I told you 

it doesn’t have to be scary?  

Great Commission 

Mondays is a very non-

threatening way to share 

the love of Jesus Christ.  

Our goal with Great 

Commission Mondays is to 

be out in the community 

loving and serving Ellijay 

and Gilmer County.  We 

might not always go on a 

Monday night, in fact 

February’s visitation will be 

on Thursday the 6th at 

6p.m. and we might just 

stay at the church.  Watch 

for announcements on how 

you can be involved in 

Great Commission 

Mondays. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matthew 28: 

19Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, 20and 

teaching them to obey 

everything I have 

commanded you. And 

surely, I am with you 

always, to the very end 

of the age." 

Hmm, does that mean 

me?  I already did my 

share of teaching SS.  

Let somebody else do it.  

WHAT?  What do you 

mean I am somebody 

else?  Luke 10:2 The 

harvest is plentiful, but 

the workers are few… 

Conference will be held 

at CBC on Monday 

February 24th at 6 p.m.  

Are you interested in 

teaching?  We have a 

need of you! 

VALENTINE TRIVIA 

Cupid, another symbol of Valentine’s Day, became associated 

with it because he was the son of Venus, the Roman god of 

love and beauty. Cupid often appears on Valentine cards 

holding a bow and arrows because he is believed to use 

magical arrows to inspire feelings of love.  

The 17th century a hopeful maiden ate a hard-boiled egg and 

pinned five bay leaves to her pillow before going to sleep on 

Valentine's eve. It was believed this would make her dream of 

her future husband come true.  

The first televised tour of the White House aired on February 

14 in 1962. First Lady Jackie Kennedy hosted the tour.  
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From the Jubile` Singers to a Wild Game 

Dinner in the Dark during a storm, we are 

family at CBC. 
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Love Letter from God 
 
 I feel what you might describe as anguish because I 
so much want you to know Me, yet I AM represented so poorly 
and incorrectly by so many.  Too many preach about Me 
without understanding.  They think I AM about rules and 
regulations.  They think I AM mostly concerned about each 
bad and good thing you do and that somehow I AM way up on 
a throne somewhere keeping tally so I can show you your 
score and how good or bad you have been….then dole out the 
punishment you deserve. 
 There are even churches who say they represent Me 
and yet when strangers come to your Sunday parties or your 
revival meetings, they do not feel welcome.  Sometimes they 
feel just the opposite.  THAT IS NOT WHO I AM.  My word is 
often used to make people feel guilty for not obeying the rules.  
I AM misquoted and misrepresented as people open up My 
Book and try to explain Me. 
 The Book is not so much a rulebook as it is a love 
story.  It’s also an epic adventure with wonder and danger and 
rescues…and it even starts at the beginning and goes to the 
end and the whole thing is about relationships and how much 
I love you.  So, this history book/adventure series/love letter 
starts with…Me creating you…to have a relationship with you. 
 In the beginning I gave man everything and yet he 
wanted more.  That built a barrier between us, and I have 
spent the rest of history pursuing him so he could have the 
most significant life imaginable.  The whole story is filled with 
My showing you that the rules aren’t as important as the 
relationship.  It is filled with proof that it isn’t wealth or fame or 
power that can fulfill you.  The story shows that you are fulfilled 
only by a relationship with Me. 
 Too many people have been hampered by attending 
some churches and hearing too many versions of the story 
that just aren’t true.  A lot of people do get it, and you will 
recognize them when you meet them.  When they explain the 
Book about you and Me, then you will see…it isn’t about do’s 
and don’ts.  It is indeed a love story that ties the beginning of 
the universe to the end of all days in a fabulous drama…and 
you are one of the main characters. 
 If anyone or anything that had My name on it ever 
made you feel less that magnificent…that wasn’t real.  You are 
one of the main characters in the story because I made you 
and I love the way I did it and… I can’t get you outta My mind. 
 

 Love, 
 

 Your Creator and your Father. 

(copied) 
 

We are blessed to have a loving church 

at Cartecay Baptist and welcome you to 

our family! 

Your Relationship with God 
 As you begin your new life as God's child, you 

will have the privilege of getting to know Him as your 

Father. You are now part of His incredible family! By 

faith in Jesus Christ, you can be assured of the 

following truths...  

1.You Are God's Child - John 1:12-13 

"Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in 

his name, he gave the right to become children of God” 

- children born not of natural descent, nor of human 

decision or a husband's will, but born of God. (NIV 

Bible) 

2. God Loves You - 1 John 3:1 

How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, 

that we should be called the children of God! And that 

is what we are! (NIV Bible) 

3. You Have the Assurance of Eternal Life - John 

3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his one 

and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 

perish but have eternal life.” (NIV Bible) 

4. He Put His Holy Spirit in You - 2 Corinthians 

1:21-21 "Now it is God who makes both us and you 

stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, set his seal of 

ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a 

deposit guaranteeing what is to come.  

5. You Can Talk Directly To God - Matthew 7:7-11  

"Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; 

knock and the door will be opened to you. For 

everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds, and 

to him who knocks, the door will be opened. Which of 

you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or 

if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? If you, then, 

though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to 

your children, how much more will your Father in 

heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!" (NIV 

Bible) 

6. Nothing Will Ever Separate You From His Love - 

Romans 8:38  "For I am convinced that neither death 

nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present 

nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor 

depth, nor anything in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus 

our Lord. 
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Cartecay Baptist Church 
118 Riverwood Road 
Ellijay, Ga 30536 
 

 

 

 

 

Located in the Cartecay River Valley, we are a rural church with traditional roots and a 
contemporary vision.  A place where you can come as you are and leave better for it.  No 
alterations or adjustments need be made, no masking or acting is necessary… dress casually.  
Simply Come!  We know you’ll feel right at home and be accepted.  Founded in 1991, located off 
Roy Road at the east end of Gilmer County. Sunday School gathers at 9:30, we have a class for 
you.  Church Service is at 11 a.m.  Call for more information:  706-635-1090 

 

Remember you may be the only Bible someone ever reads! 

More Valentine Trivia 

Wearing a wedding ring on the fourth finger of the left-hand dates back to 
ancient Egypt, where it was believed that the vein of love ran from this finger 
directly to the heart.  
The oldest surviving love poem is written in a clay tablet from the times of 
the Sumerians, inventors of writing, around 3500 B.C. It was unromantically 
named Istanbul #2461 by the archeologists who unearthed it.  
The most fantastic gift of love is the Taj Mahal in India. It was built by 
Mughal Emperor Shahjahan as a memorial to his wife, who died in childbirth. 
Work on the Taj began in 1634 and continued for almost 22 years. required 
the labor of 20,000 workers from all over India and Central Asia. 

 

 

 

 

 


